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Warwick’s The Manse has been faithfully restored and
creatively updated by its latest owner

shept here, Right there, near the lireplace on the hand Tibseary Door (e grear
cader inststed ) an invited guest of the Beverend Tabor Knox and his admirably
ninded 19h-century congregation. More than 100 years Llater, just a lew [ect
that very spot, Manna Case Alano's 15-vear-old son Andrew can be seen enjoving,
vial less histoncally, a Satueday ITHMTURE SNOO0FC O thae Famulyv-rosoin sofa

wl sciys o all about The Manse, Marnna's 17 1=-year-oldd lamnddmark Do in Warnoack
o the neighbonng Dutch Relommed Church of Waraick, The Manse rodhay has
restored and creatively upckated bw S, a prodessional doecorator with a PASSION
in eye for the unexpected. The result is a spacd where the broadest reaches of

exist as harmoniously as the Apache and the parson did that one night long ago
s the story of your life, and the story of your home,”™ Marina savs, explaining her

And that’s really what's happening here, A big part of the corfinticed

story iy Patti Schuldenfrei Phortography by ﬂlﬂg March
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Opposite: The butler's pantry preserves the period leel of the home while incorporating the kitchen's white cabinets and counter. It also features a window view
into the glass-enclosed breaklast room that was added onto the original 1840s home (abave).

story of this house is that it really is an carly 19h-century Hudson Val-
ley home. | definitely refreshed it and updated it, but my feeling was
that | needed 1o be sensitive tothe bones, the architecture, 1 did not go
ripping things out.”

Thus, she refused o wouch the handerafied mantel in the living room
(formerdy the parish hall, which, Marina says, “was used for evenvthing,
including funerals™, or the antique French wallpaper, or the onginal
wond-pancled fireplace and heanth on the ground floor (right next 1o
the door to the “kind of creepy” root cellar below). Nor would she even
consider replacing the 30-vear-old living room cunains made of silk
hrought back from Thailand by the home's previous owner, himself an
expen designer and antiquaran—and Marina's mentor in the decorat-
ing business—who spent 27 years restoring The Manse 1o its proper poe-
rickd style before selling it to Marina five vears ago. Equally umouchable
were the faux-painted “mahogany” doors and “marble tile™ floors he
haed zim antist friecmd create in the main hallway, which replicated what
Meanna says was a popular decorating technigque in the 1500s,

Marina, however, is no shave to trmdition. and that's where the stonyv of
hier life comes in. Although the home's decor is definitely “leaning towand
the period,” she says, it also incorporates a plethora of clements that are
purely Marina. As a child of Greek and Geman immigrants, she spent
rrany summers visiting Europe, and taveling with her journalist father on

CAUrNOUS SISO a1, SO

“low-budget” junkets 1o places like Isriel, Egypt and Turkey. <1 got to see
a ot of the world,” she says, 1 was also a religion and philosophy minor
in college and was Bscinated by all the perspectives around the world,
S 1 think 1 have oreated a viery international mix here in this house,”

Certainly, the Dutch parshioners would have been surprised 1o
encounter, on a wall of their parsonage’s narrow, curving staircase,
towering pair of ancient Orniental parchments bearing proud ancestral
porrits. CNolmy ancestors,” Marina jokes, “but [ love them.”) They
might have been curious about the Byzantine antifacts that Marina de-
scnbes as “all over the house,” thanks in part to the influence of her
stepmother, a professor of Byzantine iconography at the University of
Athens, And the animal print pillows and tribal-patterned wall hangings
probably would have had the congregation wondenng if Geronimo
had left some personal elfects behind.

“1-w-u-u-v andmal prints,” Marnina says, "and tribal, which is a work
of the people—I1'm big into that, too. | love Asian things. And I'm crazy
lor tontoise—1 have a wnoise mirror, and tontobse ables, and Ty o
collect it all the time.”

Exotic and modernistic as some of it may be, itall fits in seamlessly
with the home's period-leaning decor, Perhaps that's Decause it rep-
resents the true spirit of the period self—a time when transatlantic

continied
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Marina’s trained eye lor color keeps the old house lively. Above: Red accent curtains in an otherwise traditional stairway. Opposite, top: bright apple green
and Deltt blue in the master bedroom. Opposite, below: Coral and yellow accents on a creamy beadboard wall in the master bath.

travel, global trade and the conspicuous consumption of the Gilded
Age were mapidly expanding American sensibilities. “In America in the
1800s, they were craving things from the Orient; they were craving
things from England,” Marina says, As the nation’s prospernity grew,
Americans began to emulate the worldly sophistication of European
aristocrats, who would go on a ‘grand tour” and return with exotic
collectibles to display in their homes, *1 sort of take that “grand our’
decorating approach,” Marnina says. :

The home's master suite is a prime example. Traditional blue-and-
white British toile draperies and Willow Ware china pieces—a vintage
British stvle that sought 1o imitate blue-and-white Chinese potlery—
share space with chests of drawers covering three centuries (one filled
with Marina's tribal jewelry collection) and a pair of damask-covered
Centennial wing chairs from one of the numerous Colonial revivals that
started popping up in Amencan design almast as soon as wie stopped
being colonies. But the most striking aspect of the suite is the paint col-
or: a bright apple green. One might be tempted 1o call it a “fun” color,
but for Marina, color is a serious matter. In fact, she had the bedroom's
green paint customemixed five times before she felt it was just righe,

*Evervbady thinks, Oooh, color! Fun! But 1o get it 1o work in the
room, in the light, with all the variables that surmmound it—it's a science,”
she says, “and it requires senious trining,” Her studics have paid off with
a color confidence that would be the envy of anyone who's ever made
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a half-heaned commitment o a paint chip: from the rdch golden vista of
the living room, to the creamy colored master bath with its splashes of
coral and yellow, to the home oflfice accented with a color she describes
matter-of-factly as “dead salmon,” Marina has boldly conquered color
frontiers where the chromatically timid would fear to tread.

And if the bold use of color includes the courage 10 use no color at
all, Marina has coviered that termtory as well—in the kitchen. Painted
Hloor-to-ceiling white cabinets, white Corian countertops, white walls,
mastly white appliances. Only a butcher-block island, a stainless-steel
stove, and a collection of hand-wrought copper pans strung above
the windows keep the kitchen from being nearly invisible, And that's
just the way Marina wanted it. “Especially in a home that's a bit fussy-
traditional like this, 1 find it's a nice reliel 1o have a simpler, modemn
kitchen,” she says. “And I'm definitely in favor of white kitchens, In a
kitchen, you want to highlight yvour leod, your cooking—you don't
need to highlight anything else.”

Into the pale Kitchen saunters a still-groggey Andrew, wrapped coaly
i a blanket like a wall, teenage papodose. He and 17-vear-old bsgoatlsesr
Alexander shure the top lloor of the four-story house CIUs like a town-
house in the country,” Manna says), which may explain the attraction
of the earthbound family room as a napping spot. Or maybe it's the
ghost of a long-ago guest, beckoning him to keep one more tradition
of The Manse alive. B
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